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Boer Goats – ‘Meating’ the Market 

The correct identification of stud Boer goats has, for many years, been an area of confusion as there are BGBAA 
requirements and Government requirements, etc. 

This document is designed to simplify the options for you and to explain the minimum requirements. 

WHAT IS THE FULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OF A STUD BOER GOAT? 

The full identification number (ID) of a stud Boer goat is its identification as written on its registration certificate (e.g. 
ABCFH2345).  This is a combination of letters and numbers and comprises the following:- 

2 or 3 letter tattoo/stud prefix as confirmed by BGBAA 
1 letter for the grade  
1 letter for the year of birth 
3 or 4 numbers representing your paddock identification 

e.g. ABC  
e.g. F = full blood, R = red, L = Black
e.g. H = 2012 
e.g. 345 or 2345 

Please note:  The registration system defaults to 4 numbers so if you use only 3 (e.g. 345), the certificate will show four 
numbers in the ID, e.g. 0345 as in the example below. 

WHAT DOES AN OFFICIAL BGBAA REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE LOOK LIKE? 

Below is a copy of a current BGBAA registration certificate.    

Detailed information on how to complete a registration request form is available on the website (Members / Forms / 
Important Notes of Animal Transfers and Registrations). 

mailto:boergoat@abri.uni.edu.au
mailto:john.thomas@abri.une.edu.au
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GOVERNMENT IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

In 2008 it became compulsory for goat breeders to identify all animals with approved NLIS (National Livestock 
Identification System) tags if they were moved from the property of origin (this includes slaughter goats).  The 
acceptable tags change from time-to-time so it is important to keep up-to-date with latest requirements.  We will 
attempt to update information here if we know of a change to the requirements. 

These tags require the NLIS logo and the PIC (Property Identification Code), which represents the number of the 
property where the goat was born, to be clearly displayed on a tag.  Some acceptable NLIS tags can also be printed 
with your animal’s ID.   

It is also important that the animals you purchase have an NLIS tag for traceability.  

 https://www.integritysystems.com.au/globalassets/isc/pdf-files/goat-producer.pdf 

There are a number of acceptable NLIS tags you can choose from and, in most cases, it is a matter of preference for 
the individual stud owner.  

A full list of accredited and conditionally accredited tags can be found at 

https://www.integritysystems.com.au/globalassets/isc/pdf-files/nlis-documents/accredited-sheep-devices--
april-2020.pdf  

Make Sure you are up to date with any NLIS requirements in your state.   These are continually updated so source 
your information from MLA or NLIS (https://www.integritysystems.com.au/).

http://www.mla.com.au/Meat-safety-and-traceability/Livestock-identification/NLIS-sheep-and-goats
http://www.mla.com.au/Meat-safety-and-traceability/Livestock-identification/NLIS-devices
http://www.mla.com.au/Meat-safety-and-traceability/Livestock-identification/NLIS-contacts
http://www.mla.com.au/Meat-safety-and-traceability/Livestock-identification/NLIS-contacts
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BGBAA STUD GOAT IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

The BGBAA currently accepts two forms of animal identification.  Regardless of which of the following methods you 
use to identify your animals, it is very important that they match the “Tattoo” description on the registration 
certificate exactly, and that the identification is traceable back to your written/computerised stud records.   

Acceptable forms of identification:- 

1. Tattooing

If you choose tattooing as your preferred form of identification, you will need to punch a combination of letters
and numbers into both ears which match the animal’s ID.  Four and five digit tattooing pliers are available for
purchase, and you will need to acquire a pair that suits your identification requirements.

Option 1 (using 4-digit pliers)

If you have a 3-digit numbering system, one ear needs to display your tattoo/stud prefix and grade (e.g. ABCF)
and the other ear needs to display the year of birth and number of the animal (e.g. H345).  However, it is
important that you complete your registration request details correctly to ensure that ABCFH345 is shown as the
“Tattoo” number on the certificate.  This option can also work if you only have a 2-digit tattoo/stud prefix (e.g.
AB).

or

Option 2 (using 5-digit pliers)

This option is if you have a 4-digit numbering system.  One ear needs to display your tattoo/stud prefix, grade
and the year of birth (e.g. ABCFH) and the other ear needs to display the number of the animal (e.g. 2345).  Some
studs prefer to have the tattoo/stud prefix and grade in one ear (e.g. ABCF) and the year and number in the
other (e.g. H2345) - this is also acceptable.

NOTE:  If you choose tattooing as your method of identification, you will still need to be tag them with an
acceptable NLIS tag.

Below are photographs of a goat with an ideal tattoo.  In this case, the breeder has only a 2-digit tattoo/stud
prefix.  The photographs clearly demonstrate the tattoo/stud prefix, grade and year in one ear (Photo A – in this
case a 2 letter tattoo/stud prefix) and the number in the other (Photo B).

      Photo A    Photo B 

Tattoo application tips 

 Wipe the inside of the ear clean with a bit of methylated spirits
 Smear some green tattoo ink onto the area where the tattoo will be placed
 Apply tattoo with tattoo pliers – note that a fair amount of pressure is required to ensure it punches through correctly
 Apply more ink to a toothbrush and work it into the holes
 It is preferable not to apply tattoos when the animals are too young as their ears are so soft.  Application at weaning, or

when required for showing, is preferable.

 In this case the number of the animal (e.g. 2345) is applied to the opposite ear as the NLIS tag (which also displays the 
animal’s number).  This is done as a precaution in case the NLIS becomes lost/missing.  The other information is applied
to the ear which contains the NLIS tag (e.g. ABCFH).
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2. Double-Tagging

In 2008 the option of double-tagging was introduced as an acceptable alternative means of identification.  Over
the years it has proven to work well with more breeders opting to use this system over tattooing.  If your animals
are tattooed (as above) they do not need to be tagged in this way.  However, if you choose not to tattoo your
animals, then you do need to follow these guidelines.

The method of double tagging consists of 2 tags, one in each ear.

Tag 1:-  This tag is referred to as the “breeder” tag and is a tag of the breeder’s choice.  It may be hand-written or
pre-printed and may comprise either the full ID (ABCFH2345) of an animal or the numbers only (e.g. 2345) or any
combination thereof (e.g. H2345).  It is important that the number written on the tag is traceable back to your
written/computerised breeding records.  Please note, it is preferable, but not compulsory, to have this tag pre-
printed and containing the full ID of the animal.  There is no requirement for this tag to be tamperproof.

Tag 2:-  This tag is referred to as the “stud” tag and is the official BGBAA identification tag.  It must be pre-printed
(not hand-written) with the full ID (ABCFH2345) of the animal, must have a metal pin through the ear and be
tamperproof.

IN ADDITION to the above, it is also compulsory to display an approved NLIS tag.  There are a number of options:-

a. pre-print the full ID (ABCFH2345) on the male button/other side of the approved NLIS tag (example
photograph below) – this option meets both Government and BGBAA requirements as long as the NLIS tag
is tamperproof; or

b. attach your breeder tag (Tag 1) to an approved NLIS tag; or
c. attach a third tag which meets NLIS requirements.

Examples of pre-printed, non-tamperproof breeder tags are below:- 

a) Breeder tag showing full animal ID on the front of the tag (e.g. ABCFH2345).

b) As it is a requirement at some shows to tape over anything identifying the ownership/breeding of an animal
(e.g. ABCFH), some studs have opted for displaying the number only on the front of the tag, and printing the
ABCFH on the back.  These tags are also acceptable.  Example below:-

 FRONT OF TAG    BACK OF TAG 

Below are photographs of an ideal set of tags – A breeder tag showing full ID, with metal pin through ear, and a 
matching NLIS tag – tamperproof and showing full animal ID – complying to BGBAA and NLIS requirements and 
easy to read. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What happens if my animal loses a tag? 

Occasionally a goat can lose one of its tags either through incorrect application or being caught on something, such as 
a fence.  One of the benefits of double-tagging is that you will still know the identification of the animal by the other 
tag.  The lost tag will need to be replaced and your supplier should be able to assist with this.  However, if the animal 
was born on another property, it requires a special tag called a “post breeder tag” and is pink in colour.  Again, your 
supplier can assist with the replacement. 

What happens if I purchase an animal without correct identification? 

This should not happen, but may occur occasionally.  The animal will require a “post breeder tag” (pink) and your 
supplier can assist with this. 

Where can I purchase tags? 

Tags can be purchased from a number of different suppliers.  You can contact the supplier (e.g. Allflex) directly, order 
through your local DPI or your local rural supplier.  

What happens if an error is made in the tattooing of my animal? 

Occasionally an incorrect tattoo number is applied in error.  As a tattoo number cannot be changed, you need to 
contact Barb O’Shea, ABRI, and notify her of the error in writing.  She will issue you with a letter confirming that the 
tattoo and the registration do not match but that the animal is, in fact, the same animal. 
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CONCLUSION 

These methods of identification are provided to give breeders a number of options to correctly identify their animals. 


