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A Message from the Chairperson! 

Hello Members, 
 
Well the mild start to Winter has certainly disappeared! 
Hopefully most members will have enjoyed an autumn 
flush of feed to cut down some of the costs of feeding at 
this time of the year. 
 
This issue will include alternatives to a natural breeding program using 
artificial insemination and embryo transplants. Both these techniques have 
been used at some point by larger breeders to expand their genetic pool. 
Artificial insemination also provides an option for breeders not wanting to 
purchase a new buck or who are unable to afford the cost of a high quality 
animal. Many of the larger breeders have semen on hand from their best 
animals for sale and as a backup in case they lose the buck. Although the 
success rate may not be as high as a natural mating, the articles will give 
insight into how these programs are done. A number of breeders have 
undertaken courses in AI so they can do their own insemination and State 
Branches may consider running workshops if there is sufficient interest. 
 
You will have received my latest report by now, as well as preliminary 
notice advising that the upcoming AGM will be held in Melbourne on the 
20th September 2014 at the Airport Hotel and Convention Centre, 
Melbourne. The Board encourages all members to attend the AGM and 
participate in the forum to be held afterwards. This is the opportunity to 
discuss any matters you wish to raise about the Association. Attached to 
this email was also a nomination form for position as Director on the Board. 
This form must be received by ABRI by 5.00PM Friday 1st August, 2014. 
There will be four vacancies on the Board and we encourage you to give 
serious consideration to joining and making a positive contribution to the 
future direction of the industry. 
 
Vicki Mitchell,  
Chairperson. 
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Please contact any of the following Portfolio representatives with photos, articles, events to be 
published in the Newsletters. Your input is appreciated! 
 
 

NEWSLETTER CONTACTS 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
AND EDUCATION 

W¦5L¢I 5Ω![hL{Lh 
PH: (03) 5797 3232  
Mob: 0437 800 308 
Email: judithdaloisio@yahoo.com 
 

 VIC/TAS  PORTFOLIO 
REPRESENTATIVE 

NERIDA TULL 
PH: (03) 5794 1507  
Mob: 0427 941 507 
Email: parraboers@bigpond.com 
 

NSW REPRESENTATIVE TRACEY WOODS 
PH: (02) 6859 2956 
Email: tracey@pacificaboergoatstud.com.au 
  

QLD REPRESENTATIVE REBECCA BROOKS 
PH: (07) 5427 0623 
Email: bec@barookaboergoats.com.au 
 

SA REPRESENTATIVE MELISSA JOHNSON 
Email: emjay58au@yahoo.com.au 
 

 

 
Editors Note: Any text to web sites which is blue and underlined is a hyperlink. When clicked within 
this PDF file it will automatically go to that website. 
 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {Ƙƻǿ {ȅŘƴŜȅ нлмпΧΦ 

{ƻƳŜ άōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎέ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ tŜǘŜǊ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΣ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀƳ of the 

show ring it is just hard work (plus a bit of fun!!) 

 

  

 Who belongs to these 

lovely legs ??? 

Multicoloured wellies 

ŀŘŘ ŀ άƘŀǳǘŜ ŎƻǳǘǳǊŜέ 

touch! 

mailto:judithdaloisio@yahoo.com
mailto:parraboers@bigpond.com
mailto:tracey@pacificaboergoatstud.com.au
mailto:bec@barookaboergoats.com.au
mailto:emjay58au@yahoo.com.au?subject=BGBAA%20Website%20Enquiry
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The secret of 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΧa!{{!D9ΗΗ 

Who really needs 

the clippers 

Young Thomas? 

How many 

people 

does it 

take to 

trim a 

goat??? 

Showing 

is a very 

studious 

activity! 

Left & 

Right 
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Not all goats like to be 

washed 

Vacuum cleaners do more than 

just clean houses! 

The 

fine 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭΧ 

At the end of a long 

ŘŀȅΧΦ 
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WINNERS ARE GRINNERS!!!!! 

 

 

 

 



Page 6  June 2014 
 

Boer Goat Farming in Central Otago 

South Island New Zealand 

To Australians, New Zealand is known to us as the land of long white cloud which is predominately 
sheep and dairy country with guaranteed high rainfall and fertile soils. The relentless growth of the 
dairy industry is now encroaching into the noted sheep country in the South Island. The South Island 
is a land of contrast, the East coast being lush and green all year round with predictable high rainfall, 
whilst the west coast is predominately rugged rainforest wilderness known for its tourist attractions. 

The Central Otago is a semi arid district which divides the East and West coasts in the lower half of 
the South island. Sitting at high altitude the district is a vast food bowl known for its Viticulture, 
Horticulture (mainly stone fruits), super fine Merino wool and goats produced on the valley river 
flats and mountain ridges which dominate the landscape. 

Whilst Boer goats are farmed along conventional practices on pasture country, the bulk of the goats 
are run on large blocks of the country that abounds the ridges and valleys that run through Central 
Otago. The goats have access to and browse a range of herbages and shrubs that dominate the 
vegetation of the hill side ridges and gutters. Even the Boer Goats that have been imported from 
Australia have a natural preference to browse once they have acclimatised. 

There is wide variety of herbage and briar that the goats will browse on at different times of the 
year. The winters can be quite harsh and cold, whilst the summers long and dry. The goats natural 
instincts have them seeking shelter in caves, rocky out crops and densŜƭȅ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘŜŘ ƎǳƭƭȅΩǎΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
the severe frost periods and snow storms. Introduced Thyme and Wilding Pine are major source of 
protein for the goats during winter.  

The does build up their body condition after weaning kids in autumn prior to the onset of winter. 
Where the introduced Briar rose dominates it is the main food source from October to May which is 
high in protein and boosts milk production. In May and June the Briar Hip ripens and all the Poplar 
and Willow drop their leaves and then becomes the main source of fodder.  Young kids get addicted 
to Briar rose at a very young age. Other introduced weeds such as Vipers Blue Gloss (related to 
tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ /ǳǊǎŜύΣ aǳƭƭŜƴΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀƴ tƻǇǇȅΣ IŀǿǘƘƻǊƴ ōǳǎƘΣ .ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ IŜƛǊŀŎƛǳƳ ό5ŀƛǎȅ  CŀƳƛƭȅύ 
are also a major source of fodder for goats as well the native thorn bush and Matagouri. The tannins 
derived from these herbages are a natural barrier for worm control and so there is minimal impact 
from worm burden as the goats predominately browse and run on large acreages. This is totally the 
opposite for goats being run on improved pastures in high rain fall districts in New Zealand. 

The kidding season is planned and managed around November/December so as to minimise the 
impact of bad weather and to ensure that there is sufficient protein to grow the kids out. Kids are 
hidden in rock caves, rocky outcrops and thick vegetation to protect the young kids, replicating the 
success of the rangeland goats in Australia and the Boer goats in many places in South Africa. In both 
New Zealand and Southern Africa the herbage and shrubs are very palatable and high in protein and 
minerals allowing the goats to grow out well and put on condition.  Australian rangeland goats have 
adapted very well  to its local conditions and have become very sufficient in surviving on a low 
protein feed source, however it has been forced to evolve into a smaller slower growing lighter 
framed bodied goat. 

Weaning rates from these free ranging goats are usually in the 150-200% range far outstripping the 
weaning rates on most commercial farms in Australia. The ability to hide their young and the 
absence of predators such as foxes and eagles is a huge advantage. Luckily, the early settlers resisted 
the temptation to introduce foxes for sporting entertainment.  

Foot scold and foot trimming requirements are non-existent whilst the goats graze on the rocky dry 
hill sides and river valleys. 
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Feral goats have been in Central Otago since early settlement with their numbers expanding due to 
the ideal environment for goats. The control of wild bucks is an issue for the farmers exposed to 
parcels of government or unfarmed land. 

 An export meat trade has developed foǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƛƭŘ ƎƻŀǘΩǎ ǎƛƳilar to Australian rangeland 
goats. The returns achieved for this goat meat is similar to the low commodity price achieved in 
Australia for export goat meat. In Australia the big export works have a tendency to dump product 
onto the domestic market at prices well below the farmed goat wholesale price, thus making it 
difficult to sustain viable returns back to the farmers.  

New Zealand lamb prices have risen above $6.00 per kg due to export demand, falling sheep 
numbers due to prime sheep country being converted into dairy and the infestation of wild herbages 
on sheep stations in Central Otago dramatically reducing stocking rates. If left unchecked the 
introduced and non-native herbages will completely overtake the natural sheep vegetation. The 
Merino sheep refuse to graze these herbages and therefore cannot control the spread of these 
evasive species. New Zealand restaurants have reacted by looking for alternative meat products to 
replace lamb. 

Shingle Creek Chevon which supplies predominantly Full blood wether Boer goat carcases has seized 
upon this opportunity and is now supplying many of the top restaurants throughout New Zealand 
with premium goat meat. The popularity of cooking shows and the consumers desire to experiment 
and eat new foods is also driving the acceptance of farmed goat meat as a healthy alternative. 
Shingle Creek Chevon is now in the process of establishing a network of Boer infused meat goat 
producers to meet the growing demand.  The price matrix includes a premium for full blood or 
equivalent product and guarantees fixed prices with prompt payment. Markets for other Boer 
infused goats are being established in tandem, including a range of smallgoods. Follow up enquires 
from their display at the Wanaka show 2014 has been very encouraging with many traditional sheep 
farmers wanting to return to running some Boer goats again in conjunction with their sheep 
enterprises. They are now realising that the goats can complement the sheep and they will in time 
combat the intrusion of the introduced herbages and over time improve the stocking rates of their 
properties, increasing immediate returns and improving the capital value of their properties. 

New Zealand was the original and the leading importer of Boer Genetics from South Africa with the 
major customer being Texan buyers from the USA buying live Boer Goats. The top priced Boer buck 
sold for NZD $150 000, with some Boer Goats being exported to Australia. After the initial boom, the 
stud industry declined. In the early 2000, semen was imported from Australia to widen their genetic 
base. A decade later, Stud Boers and semen from several Australian Studs has again being imported 
with the aim of genetic improvement. Commercial bucks from these offspring are now being used by 
meat goat farmers to boost the meat capacity and growth rates of their meat goats. 

Boer Goats farming has a number of windows of opportunity in the Central Otago district because it 
is a climate that goats can adapt to and thrive.  

 Briar rose spread was previously being controlled by rabbits until the introduction of the calicivirus 
resulting in a massive explosion in the growth an invasion of this plant. 

The dry bare grounds of the Central district provided has provided an ideal host for windblown pine 
species being grown for timber. Thousands of acres of grazing lands have now been overgrown by 
pine.  

The traditional farming habit of burning the natural tussocks has led to the windblown introduction 
of Hieracium (hawk weed). Tussocks are a natural host for other native species in alpine areas. 

The Thyme has completely blanketed the vast bare and rocky unproductive lands and now becoming 
a major feed source for goats in winter. Goats are the only livestock to graze on Thyme 
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These mass colonies are significantly reducing the farmable area of sheep stations as merino sheep 
refuse to graze these herbages, whereas these species are the main fodder source for Boer goats . 

The success of farming goats is about selecting the most appropriate climate with low cost quality 
feed inputs. The Central Otago district closely mirrors the farming practices in many parts of South 
Africa. 

Geoffrey Mitchell  Mitchell Genetics 
Wyn Cruickshank Alpha Boers NZ  

 

 

  

Above and right, 

typical Otago 

environment 

showing briar rose  

and thyme above. 

Immediate right, 

plenty of autumn 

leaves available. 

Bottom, winter 

means snow. 



Page 9  June 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer feeding above on Viperbugloss 

(left) and Yarrow forage (right) 

Winter scenes below. 


