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A Message from the Chairperson! 

Hello Members, 
 
Well we have finally had some rain across Australia but, 
as often happens with the unpredictability of farming, 
it has come a little too late for growers hoping for an 
autumn flush of feed. This Newsletter therefore 
continues with additional articles on supplementary 
feeding however, if you live in Victoria, you may have 
to take out another home mortgage to purchase bales of hay or lucerne, 
assuming you can even find them in the first instance! ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άHaving bales of hay in the shed is the equivalent to having money in 
ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪέ ƛǎ certainly coming true this year. 
 
We hope you enjoy this Newsletter which aims to be interesting, 
educational and informative. We welcome your contributions which can be 
forwarded to your State Branch representative listed below. 
 
 
Vicki Mitchell, 
Chairperson. 
 
Please contact any of the following Portfolio representatives with photos, 
articles, events to be published in the Newsletters. Your input is 
appreciated! 
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LONG FIBRE: CRITICAL TO GOOD NUTRITION 
 
Goats are ruminants, and ruminants must 
have roughage in their diet to keep the rumen 
functioning properly. Roughage is defined as 
any feed ingredient that has a high 
concentration of fibre that breaks down 
slowly. The best roughage is long coarse fibre. 
Long coarse fibre is plant material that is from 
3/8 inch to 1-1/2 inches in length or longer. 
The goat's rumen works best when the 
roughage effect takes place. The coarse 
materials rub against the walls of the rumen, 
stimulating the muscles to contract and relax -
- agitating the materials in the rumen. The 
resulting slurry of materials is more easily 
digested by the micro-organisms that inhabit 
the goat's rumen. Think of the rumen as a 
fermentation vat. Once the micro-organisms 
have done their initial work, the goat 
regurgitates and re-chews the coarse 
materials before the micro-organisms can 
metabolize them to benefit the goat. This is 
called "chewing its cud." 
 
The rumen tends towards a slightly acidic 
level (6.8 pH). When saliva mixes with the 
cud, "buffers" in the saliva help keep rumen 
acidity down. Rumen micro-organisms work 
best in a neutral to slightly-acidic 
environment. When the producer feeds the 
goat sugars, starches, and other rapidly-
digested feeds (grain-based feeds), the rumen 
becomes more acidic. Introducing long fibre 
into the rumen helps minimize this acidic 
effect by the longer chewing time that is 
necessary to break down and digest the 
fibrous materials. The longer fibrous material 
has to be re-chewed, therefore remains in the 
rumen longer -- adding to this buffering 

effect. This nutritional balance is critical to the 
good health of the goat. 
 
What exactly is roughage? In terms of 
processed feed, roughage is made up of 
materials such as cottonseed hulls, soybean 
hulls, oat hulls, rice hulls, and "forage 
products," which are defined on feed tags as 
high-fibre ingredients that include any type of 
hay, silage, or fresh forage. (This writer 
recommends against feeding silage to goats; 
however, this is the subject of another 
article.) Roughage values can be found in the 
Ingredients section of the feed tag if the state 
in which the feed is produced requires such 
disclosure. 
 
Grinding roughage into small particles greatly 
reduces the "roughage effect" on the rumen. 
For this reason, ground and pelleted feeds 
such as alfalfa pellets are not roughage. While 
containing fibre, alfalfa pellets do not provide 
roughage. Alfalfa -- either pelleted or in hay 
form -- is high in calcium and protein and low 
in energy and phosphorus, so it should not be 
fed exclusively but rather as part of a 
balanced nutritional program. Since the 
"roughage effect" does not occur with grain-
based feeds and does take place with long 
fibre digestion, producers should deduce from 
this information that goats should not be fed 
grain at night in cold weather but instead 
should be given extra grass hay to keep the 
rumen functioning which in turn keeps the 
goat warm. 
How much roughage does a goat need? Acid 
Detergent Fibre analysis measures digestible 
and non-digestible forms of plant materials. 
Without going into the technical aspects of 

mailto:helen@yarrabeeboergoats.com.au
mailto:emjay58au@yahoo.com.au?subject=BGBAA%20Website%20Enquiry
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WHY, producers should know that an ADF 
level of about 28% is appropriate for goats. If 
the ADF is over 40%, feeding grain-based 
materials is essential, because the fibre is low 
in energy. Most feed tags do not include ADF 
measurements, so the producer must ask the 
feed company's nutritionist to supply that 
information. When having hay tested for 
nutritional values, the producer should always 
ask for the Acid Detergent Fibre level in the 
hay. 
 
Read feed tags for Crude Fibre values. 
Remember that goats in non-managed 
situations can vary their diets by selecting a 
variety of plant materials that keep the rumen 
acidity in balance. This is not the case in 
managed herds or in feed-lot situations. Most 
processed feed is either pelleted or ground to 
increase digestibility or to keep the goat from 
selecting the items it likes and leaving the 
rest. The latter is called "textured" feed and is 
not a desirable type of feed for goats. If the 
Crude Fibre level is low, then additional 
roughage needs to be added to the goat's 
diet. Remember that Crude Fibre in feed 
needs to come from roughage items like 
cottonseed hulls (see above). If Crude Fibre is 
high and roughage is low, then the fibre will 
not provide the roughage effect that the 
rumen requires and digestive problems may 
well occur. . 
Always transition the goat's feed sources 
gradually -- over a period of at least 10 to 14 
days. This rule holds true for both changes in 
grain-based feeds and for 

forage/browse/pasture rotation. Pulling a 
goat off pasture into a pen-fed situation must 
be done carefully. Grain-based feeds are 
lower in roughage than forage/pastures, 
which are 100% roughage. The rumen needs 
time to adapt to the new feed source so that 
acidosis and other rumen problems do not 
occur. Grain is also the source of starches. 
Starches are high in energy but they also 
reduce the digestion of long fibre. Therefore, 
too much starch is not good. Some goats don't 
digest starch well and will bloat. Feed 
consistently -- same amount at the same time 
every day.  
 
Overeating Disease (Enterotoxemia) is very 
preventable. Indeed, virtually all rumen-
related problems are the result of poor 
management decisions and are preventable. 
The producer doesn't have to be a nutrition 
expert. Utilizing basic information available 
from feed tags (protein level, crude fibre 
number, mineral content), feed company 
nutritionists (ADF in grain), and testing 
laboratories (ADF in hay) will allow the 
producer to make intelligent decisions about 
his herd's nutritional needs. 
 
Assistance with data for this article was 

provided by Kent Mills, Livestock Nutritionist 

with HiPro Feeds, Friona, Texas. 

 Article from: 

http://www.tennesseemeatgoats.com/articles2/l

ongfiber06.html 

 

 

 

  

http://www.tennesseemeatgoats.com/articles2/longfiber06.html
http://www.tennesseemeatgoats.com/articles2/longfiber06.html
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Nutrition Article reproduced from The Goat Farmer November/December 2002 (no longer in publication). 

Thanks to Jeff 

Brewer for this 

cartoon! 
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PROBLEMS RELATED TO OVERFEEDING 
 
Feeding any quantities of grain should be undertaken with caution. Grain should always be 
introduced slowly with plenty of roughage and water available. Acidosis can occasionally occur but it 
is more often the result of human error by giving goats too much too quickly or leaving the door 
open to the feed shed so a goat helps itself to whatever it wants! Extracts from the following article 
provide interesting reading on Acidosis. 

 
Acidosis in Goats  By Jackie Nix 

 
Acidosis (also known as lactic acidosis, rumen 
acidosis or grain overload) is a carbohydrate 
fermentation disorder of the rumen that can 
affect goats of all breeds and ages. As the 
name implies, acidosis results in the rumen 
pH becoming acidic. Acidosis is caused by the 
misfeeding of highly fermentable 
carbohydrates, underfeeding of effective 
fiber, poor management practices or a 
combination of the three. Acidosis is a 
disorder that varies in degrees of seriousness 
from a slight drop in feed intake to death. For 
simplicity sake, acidosis is commonly referred 
to in two forms, acute and subacute. 
 
Acute Acidosis 
 
Acute acidosis is more serious than subacute 
acidosis, but luckily more rare. Acute acidosis 
is easily diagnosed, as oftentimes the most 
prevalent symptom will be sudden death. 
Other symptoms include a decrease or 
cessation of rumen movements, bloat, 
increased pulse and respiration rates, 
ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎΣ άǎǘŀǊ-ƎŀȊƛƴƎέ όŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ 
induced thiamine deficiency) founder and 
even coma. Animals with acute acidosis, if 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΣ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǇƻƻǊ ŘƻŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
rest of their life due to permanent damage 
done to the linings of the rumen and 
intestines that inhibit nutrient absorption. 
 
Subacute Acidosis 
 
Subacute acidosis occurs much more 
frequently but is more difficult to recognize. 
The primary result of subacute acidosis is 
reduced feed intake and an accompanying 
reduction in animal performance. Other 
symptoms include panting, diarrhoea, 

reduced cud chewing and kicking at the belly 
or other signs of discomfort. 
 
Treatment 
 
Cases of acute acidosis often require 
veterinary assistance. If you suspect acidosis, 
contact a veterinarian as soon as possible to 
avoid costly complications. Treatment usually 
includes drenching with a solution of sodium 
bicarbonate, administration of an antibiotic to 
suppress the lactic acid-producing bacteria 
and a change in feeding practices. 
 
If you have one animal with acute acidosis, 
the odds are good that the entire herd may be 
suffering from varying levels of subacute 
acidosis. Review your feeding program and 
management practices at this time to prevent 
future problems. In order to understand the 
causes of and therefore preventions for 
acidosis one should understand a bit about 
the ruminant digestion process. 
 
Rumen Physiology 
 
The rumen (the first compartment of the 
ruminant stomach) is essentially a 
fermentation vat at the beginning of the 
ruminant digestive system. The rumen houses 
many species of bacteria, protozoa and other 
microbes that feed on the rumen contents. 
Carbohydrates are the primary energy source 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƛŎǊƻōŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀǘǎΩ ŘƛŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
come in two basic forms. The first is cell 
soluble carbohydrates (sugars and starches) 
and the second is the cell wall carbohydrates 
(pectin, cellulose, hemicellulose and lignin).  
 
The rumen microbes digest these 
carbohydrates converting them into volatile 
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fatty acids, which are the main source of 
energy for the goat. The digestibilities of the 
two types of carbohydrates vary greatly 
according to several variables including: 
maturity and species of forages; source of 
carbohydrate (starch vs. cellulose); and the 
processing that has taken place (grinding of 
grain or chopping of forages). 
 
Different groups of microbes digest the cell 
soluble carbohydrates (typically found in 
commercial feeds) than those that digest the 
cell wall carbohydrates (typically found in 
forages). To further complicate matters, each 
group of microbes thrives under different pH 
ranges. The starch- and sugar-consuming 
bacteria prefer a more acidic environment (pH 
range of 5.5 ς 6.0) while the fiber-digesting 
bacteria prefer a more neutral environment 
(pH 6.0 ς 6.8). 
 
The type of diet influences the pH of the 
rumen. Forages (through the act of cud 
chewing) stimulate saliva production. The 
saliva of a goat contains bicarbonate, which 
buffers the rumen pH (makes it hard to 
become acidic). Also, the carbohydrates found 
in forages are more slowly digested than 
those found in grains and thus rapid pH drops 
do not occur. Conversely, starches found in 
grains are rapidly fermented resulting in a 
rapid production of acids. Due to the low fiber 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƛƴǎΣ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ 
much saliva and thus the acid levels rise 
unchecked. As the pH in the rumen decreases, 
the forage-digesting microbes are killed off, 
leaving the way clear for lactic acid producing 
microbes to reproduce faster and thus 
produce even more acid, reducing the pH 
further. 
 
Also, diets low in effective fiber (fiber must be 
a minimum length of 2 to 3 inches) will cause 
a decrease in rumen pH. This occurs for two 
reasons. First, if forage particle size is too 
short, the forages pass through the rumen too 
quickly to be effectively digested. Thus, the 
number of fiber-digesting microbes decreases 
and the number of starch-digesting microbes 
(especially lactic acid-producing bacteria) 
increases and as a result, pH lowers.  
 

!ƭǎƻΣ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƛōŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŎǳŘ 
chewing to further reduce particle size and 
therefore the goat produces less buffering 
saliva. Adding fats and oils to the diet can also 
reduce the rumen pH. Certain fats and oils can 
reduce fiber digestibility by killing 
fiberdigesting bacteria and/or coating of fiber 
particles. 
 
Causes for Acidosis 
 
The most common cause is the overfeeding of 
grains and/or commercial feeds. This can 
occur from an animal accidentally getting into 
the feed bin or through routine overfeeding. 
Other, less common causes can be overloads 
of milk, apples, grapes, bread, sugar beets, or 
any other sources of sugar or starches. 
Additionally, feeding too little fiber (in the 
form of long forages) can lead to acidosis even 
if the diet is not excessive in starches or 
sugars. Management practices such as a rapid 
change in feed type or amount or changes in 
the frequency of feeding can also lead to 
acidosis. 
 
Prevention 
 
The key to prevention is a properly balanced 
diet and proper feed management practices. 
First and foremost, feed goats a forage-based 
diet. These forages can be in the forms of 
natural browse and pasture or good-quality 
hay. Always provide forages on a free choice 
basis. Animals should never run out of forages 
or hay. If the hayrack is empty each day at 
feeding time, you are feeding too little. 
Increase the amount of hay so that a little is 
left over each day. Healthy goats should 
spend a significant portion of their time 
chewing their cud. If they are not, increase 
forage amounts. 
 
Avoid too much grain or commercial feed. 
This is not to say that these feedstuffs are 
άōŀŘέ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ 
utilized, these feedstuffs can help to maximize 
production and maintain healthy animals. 
However, you need to know what you are 
doing in order to avoid problems. Grains and 
some commercial feeds contain high levels of 
rapidly fermentable carbohydrates and/or 
sugars (molasses) that can upset the delicate 
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balance of rumen microflora and cause 
acidosis as explained above. 
 
Novice goat owners who have not had their 
Ǌŀǘƛƻƴ άōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘέ ōȅ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
limit the amount of grain and/or commercial 
ŦŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
daily diet. An average goat will eat roughly 3-
4% of its bodyweight per day. Therefore, a 
100 lb goat will eat about 3 to 4 lbs of total 
food per day (including forages). As a rough 
rule of thumb, a 100-lb. goat should receive a 
maximum of 1 to 1.5 lbs of grain or 
commercial feed per day to help avoid 
digestive problems. Please note that feed 
should be actually weighed at least once to 
ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ όŘƻƴΩǘ 
rely on fluid ounce readings on measuring 
cups since solids have different densities than 
ƭƛǉǳƛŘǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ 
a coffee can since feeds and coffee have 
different densities.). 
 
When introducing a new ration, gradually 
change the diet over a period of several 
weeks. NEVER make rapid changes to the diet 
of a ruminant. It will upset the microflora 
balance and could lead to acidosis. Also, when 

feeding grains or commercial feeds, it is best 
to split up the daily amount into 2 or 3 
ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ǇŜǊ Řŀȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ άǎƭǳƎ 
ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎέ ǇŜǊ ŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
for animals that are receiving relatively large 
amounts of concentrates (over 25% of their 
daily diet). It is also key to always provide 
plenty of clean, fresh water. Lack of fresh 
water can lead goats to reduce feed intake. 
When they have access to clean water again 
they are more likely to overfeed. Check water 
tubs often for fecal contamination, debris 
(especially leaves in autumn), freezing (in 
winter) or any other factor that would reduce 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǘŀƪŜΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 
 
Summary 
 
In conclusion, acidosis can be a problem in all 
types of goats. Acidosis is caused by improper 
feeding practices. As a rule, always provide 
good to excellent quality forages to goats on a 
free choice basis and always offer less than 
half the total diet in concentrates to help 
avoid acidosis.  
 
http://www.sweetlix.com/media/documents/
articles/Goat_AcidosisInGoats.pdf 

 

 

 

Thanks to Jeff Brewer for this cartoon! 

http://www.sweetlix.com/media/documents/articles/Goat_AcidosisInGoats.pdf
http://www.sweetlix.com/media/documents/articles/Goat_AcidosisInGoats.pdf
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It is recommended that you update your animalǎΩ status on a regular basis. This can easily be done 

online. Follow the steps below. This document can be downloaded from the national website at 

Members, Forms. http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/forms.php    Scroll down. 

1. This Guide assumes you are familiar with doing animal registrations online. 
 

2. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ŀǊō hΩ{ƘŜŀ ŀǘ !.wL ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
an online registration username & password. 
.ŀǊō hΩ{ƘŜŀ όлнύ стто рмтт 9ƳŀƛƭΥ registrar.boergoat@abri.une.edu.au  

You should then follow the Step by Step Guide to Registering Animals Online which is on the 

national website under Members, Forms: 

http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/forms.php 

3. Once you have your username & password go to the BGBAA National site 
http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/  On the Main Menu, click on to Herdbook Search. 

 
4. Click on Either Animal Search or Boer Goat Breeders Association of Australia Member 

Enquiry. A new Window will open. 
 

5. Then click on Online Transactions 

 

 
6. You come to a screen with an automated Error Message.  Click onto signed on (below).  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/forms.php
mailto:registrar.boergoat@abri.une.edu.au?subject=Online%20Request
mailto:registrar.boergoat@abri.une.edu.au?subject=Online%20Request
http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/forms.php
http://www.australianboergoat.com.au/


9 
 

 

7. In the next Window you need to sign on with your member ID and password. Then Click 
Signon. If you have forgotten your password follow the Instructions in the Message Box. 

 
8. If done correctly you will come to a screen which tells you that you are logged into the 

BGBAA Internet System. 
 

9. Click Online Transaction again. (See Step 4) 
 

10. Your next step is to Create a New Batch. You come to the screen below and you click in the 
two boxes highlighted. Then click Create. 
 

 

11. You Click Select  and Go. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You come to a list of all your Active Animals. Hit continue, wait patiently, and you will come to a 

screen where you can edit each animal individually. 
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12.  Clicking on the Fate box lets you specify whether the animal has been died, been sold, 
exported or has simply become inactive for any other reason. 

 

 

Fill in the Fate date and hit Go. Note, with some options it will not allow you to put in a Fate Date. 

13. Move to the next record or return to List. 
 

At this point you can either Submit this Batch (to ABRI) if you have completed adding 

records or leave the online registration system and add more records at a later date. See 

Step16 to Exit. 

14. When you Submit the Batch, the above screen will change to show the following: 
ü The Status will change to Sending 

 
15. There is no Sign Out  button. To Exit, simply close the screen by clicking the cross in the top 

right hand corner of your screen. 
 

16. When you Log in next time, the first screen will show you all the batches you have submitted 
and their Status. If the Status is Validated you can edit the batch and add more records. If 
the Status is Submitted you can still view all the records in the batch but you cannot edit 
them. This allows you to keep track of all the animals you register as well as the date they 
were submitted for registration. 
 

NOTE: There is a Time limit on accessing the system. You will need to Sign on again if you exceed 

this time limit. If walking away from the computer to get cup of tea/ coffee or answer the door.... 

you will get timed out if no "Clicking" is detected.......submit what you have entered & come back & 

do another batch!  

For assistance with Online transactions please contact: 

.ŀǊō hΩ{ƘŜŀ  όлнύ стто рмтт 9ƳŀƛƭΥ registrar.boergoat@abri.une.edu.au  

WǳŘƛǘƘ 5Ω!ƭƻƛǎƛƻΣ Webmaster  (03) 57973232 Email: judithdaloisio@yahoo.com

mailto:registrar.boergoat@abri.une.edu.au?subject=Online%20Request
mailto:registrar.boergoat@abri.une.edu.au?subject=Online%20Request
mailto:judithdaloisio@yahoo.com
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!{Y ! W¦5D9ΧΧ 
Question:  
Dear Judge,  
 
In the Boer goat breed standards, we don't seem to have a real explanation of the ideal jaw and 
teeth configuration/fit, and what is unacceptable. In particular, could you please explain the ideal 
teeth pad connection for Boer goats, and please explain why this is the ideal. I have heard some 
breeders make statements about what is the best teeth pad connect without any supporting 
evidence for their opinions. They just say it is correct. I am suspicious they are just "hot air" 
statements.  
Would you please comment.
Thank you. 
Concerned Breeder. 
 

Reply: Vicki Mitchell level 3 Judge

Dear Concerned Breeder,  

With regards to mouth/jaws ς The correct fit for jaw and teeth is essential for the Boer Goat for its 
eating ability particularly in hard browse conditions. This enables them to be able to strip branches 
from trees & brush and also feed on hard grasses in pastures. By feeding in this way, it works the jaw 
and teeth into the correct positioning. The bottom jaw should rest in line with the top. When 
animals are cutting teeth, the teeth will often seem to be forward and overshot although they are 
coming out straight from the base of the jaw. This is not a cull fault rather it is movement on the 
teeth while they are changing and will settle into place once teeth have cut.  

The main problem with an undershot jaw seems to develop when animals are fed from an early age 
on high protein grains and the animals scoop rather than eat their feed. It is also a trait that is fixed 
in some bloodlines possibly caused by in-breeding or very tight line breeding and develops the 
parrot mouth look, which is a very narrow pointed muzzle and underdeveloped jaw. It is a cull fault 
and breeders should be wary of using animals with jaw problems for breeding programs. 

In the last couple of years I have noticed some animals with extreme heads have very weak under 
jaws, almost to the point where the bottom jaw/chin is non- existent and teeth and gum line are 
ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǇŀƭŀǘŜΦ !ǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ς I call it the άPrince 
Charles weak chinέ look. This is something that breeders should be looking at and maybe need to 
consider as a potential jaw fault. 

As an older animal matures, more often in bucks as they tend to get more hand feeding, the teeth 
will go out and jut forward. They lose their ability to feed and forage and become more dependent 
on hand feeding. This only continues the problem to the point where they are unable to feed 
normally.  

 
Overshot  

Undershot  

Correct 
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Doe Code of Honour 

 
The doe's secret code of honour is as old as goats themselves and is the species best kept 
secret. No doe shall ever kid before its time. (Its time being determined by the following 
factors): 
 
1- No kid shall be born until total chaos has been reached by all involved. Your owner's 
house must be a wreck, their family hungry and desperate for clean clothes, and their social 
life nonexistent. 
 
2- "Midwives" must reach the babbling fool status before you kid out. Bloodshot eyes, 
tangled hair and the inability to form a sentence mean the time is getting close. 
 
3- For every bell, beeper, camera or whistle they attach to you, kidding must be delayed by 
at least one day for each item. If they use an audio monitor, one good yell per hour will keep 
things interesting. 
 
4- If you hear the words, "She's nowhere near ready. She'll be fine while we're away for the 
weekend," Wait until they load the car, then begin pushing! 
 
5- Owner stress must be at an all time high! If you are in the care of someone else, ten to 
fifteen phone calls a day is a sign you're getting close. 
 
6- When you hear the words "I can't take it anymore!" wait at least three more days. 
 
7 -You must keep this waiting game interesting. False alarms are mandatory! Little teasers 
such as looking at your stomach, pushing your food around in the bucket and then walking 
away from it, and nesting, are always good for a rise. Be creative and find new things to do 
to keep the adrenaline pumping in those who wait. 
 
8- The honour of all goats is now in your hands. Use this time to avenge all of your barn 
mates. Think about your friend who had to wear that silly costume in front of those people. 
Hang onto that baby for another day. OH, they made him do tricks too! Three more days 
seems fair. Late feedings, the dreaded diet, bad haircuts, those awful wormings can also be 
avenged at this time. 
 
9- If you have fulfilled all of the above and are still not sure when to have the kids, listen to 
the weather forecast on the radio that has been so generously provided by those who wait. 
Severe storm warning is what you're waiting for. In the heart of the storm jump into action! 
The power could go out and you could have the last laugh. You have a good chance of those 
who wait missing the whole thing while searching for a flashlight that works! 
 
10- Make the most of your interrupted nights. Beg for food each time someone comes into 
the barn to check you. Your barn mates will love you as the extra goodies fall their way too. 
 
Remember, this code of honour was designed to remind man of how truly special goats are. 
Do your best to reward those who wait with a beautiful doeling to carry on the Doe Code of 
Honour for the next generation of those who wait. 
 
Author Unknown   
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http://goatsinthegarden.blogspot.com.au/2009/02/doe-code-of-honor.html 
 

Check out the video of the Doe Code of Honour!! It is very funny!  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYCk_Uu2sC0 

 
For all the doe mums out there and their daughters! ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

http://goatsinthegarden.blogspot.com.au/2009/02/doe-code-of-honor.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYCk_Uu2sC0

